




 “Life is life’s greatest gift. Guard the life of another creature as you would your 
own because it is your own. On life’s scale of values, the smallest is no less 

precious to the creature who owns it than the largest.” 
         Lloyd Biggle Jr
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Seychelles is blessed with many outstanding attributes and our 
islands’ reputation for offering some of the most stunning, natural 
beauty on the planet is well-deserved. 

However, what may be less well known is the fact that the 
splendour of our 115 islands extends beneath the waves where 
quite another world beckons: one which has been visited by a 
relatively small number of divers and whose haunting beauty 
remains very much as it ever was – untouched. It is for this 
reason that we are currently custodians of two UNESCO World 
Heritage sites: the Vallée de Mai where the Coco-de-mer, the 
world’s heaviest seed grows and Aldabra, one of the world’s 
largest raised coral atolls, along with numerous marine parks.

I am delighted that the many underwater treasures of Seychelles 
have found a home in this book and that our reputation for 
offering world-class diving will be brought to the attention of a 
wider audience of divers in search of the truly extraordinary. 

James Alix Michel

Seychelles is a diver’s paradise, not only in so far as these 115 
pristine islands boast an incredible diversity of marine life but 
also because diving in Seychelles is still wonderfully unprocessed 
- a far cry from the cramped dive boats and busy schedules of so 
many other destinations. Diving in Seychelles still possesses a 
pure soul that harkens back to a distant time when these islands 
first broke away from the supercontinent of Gondwana to occupy 
their place in the western Indian Ocean.

Seychelles is renowned for its legendary, natural beauty, climate 
of perpetual summer and for the world-beating beauty of its 
many beaches. What is less known is the fact that our islands’ 
beauty extends beneath the waves to encompass some of the 
most amazing diving experiences on the planet.

This stunning book by Nikon professional photographer Imran 
Ahmad pulls that unique world into tight focus and I am confident 
that it will play a vital role in introducing our underwater 
treasures to a new generation of diver in search of the soulful 
and the pristine. 

Alain St. Ange
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 “ Unlike the magnificent creatures of our ocean, 
each one with its own individual  character, 
destiny and life-span - images are immortal: 

they carry, each one, 
the indelible memory of what is..”

     Glynn Burridge

of the





 “ Ice ages have come and gone. 
  Coral reefs have persisted.”
     Sylvia Earle 



“ The sea isn’t a place but a fact, 
and a mystery ... ”
   Mary Oliver





“ Aldebaran wreck, an underwater amusement park. ”
         Imran Ahmad



“ To the artist 
there is never anything ugly in nature.”
            Auguste Rodin 



“ If you want to be a different fish, jump out of school.” 
        Don Van Vliet 



“ Look deep into nature, 
and then you will  understand  
everything better. ”
    Albert Einstein 

 





“ Alone we can do so little; 
 together we can do so much.” 
      Helen Keller 



“ There are always flowers for those who want to see them.” 
          Henri Matisse



“ In all things of nature there is 
something of the marvelous.”
     Aristotle



“ The beauty of the natural world lies in the details.”
        Natalie Angier





“ Our memories of the ocean will linger on, long after our footprints in the sand are gone.” 
               Anonymous



“ Behold the turtle. He makes 
progress only when he sticks 
his neck out.”
  James Bryant Conant 



“ There is no exquisite beauty…
without some strangeness 
in the proportion.” 
   Edgar Allan Poe



“ Live and let’s dive.”
  Big Blue Divers



“ The sea, once it casts 
its spell, holds one in 
its net of wonder forever.” 
    Jacques Yves Cousteau





TreasureWithin

“ Ahoy mateys, 
not all that’s gold is hidden on this beautiful island.

A journey of discoveries and treasures 
beyond your wildest dreams.”

     Imran Ahmad

island





“ Our challenge isn’t so much to teach children about the natural 
world, but to find ways to nurture and sustain the instinctive 
connections they already carry” 
      Terry Krautwurst



“ So many things  become beautiful 
when you really look.” 
   Lauren Oliver



“ There are no ordinary 
moments.”
  Dan Millman 





“ The most beautiful thing we can experience 
is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art 
and science.”
   Albert Einstein



“ Art is not what you see, but what 
you make others see.” 
    Edgar Degas



“ We must protect the forests for our children, 
grandchildren and children yet to be born. 

We must protect the forests for those 
who can’t speak for themselves such as 

the birds, animals, fish and trees.” 
            Qwatsinas 



“ Nature is a natural beauty. Appreciate its beauty, for there will be a 
time where it is gone and only memories remain.”
         Anonymous



“ He who wonders discovers that this in itself is wonder.”
         M. C. Escher





“ Within every grain of sand, 
there is a story of the Ocean.”
    Anonymous



“ The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking 
new landscapes, but in having new eyes.” 
      Marcel Proust



Aldabra
 “ There’s a place hidden away from mankind, 

where Magic and Nature collide.  
A sanctuary, for the most beautiful and wildest of all. ”

         Imran Ahmad

best kept secrets





“ Enjoy the little things ” 
   Baby Bel



“ A garden hidden in the middle of the ocean.” 
       Stephanie Marie





“ Colors are the smiles of nature.”
          Leigh Hunt



“ Untouched since the dawn of time.”
     Glynn Burridge



 Middle Camp -9.377192°,46.438446°



“ Mysterious dancers in the green pool.”  
       Dr. Janske Van de Crommenacke



“ The wilderness holds answers to questions man has not yet learned to ask.”
            Nancy Newhall



 Piccard -9.400697°,46.206207°



“ The wilderness holds answers to questions 
man has not yet learned to ask.” 
      Nancy Newhall



“ God gives us intelligence to uncover the wonders of nature. 
Without the gift, nothing is possible.” 
         James Clavell



“In this U
we are not alone and that’s for sure.” 
          Imran Ahmad

niverse,



“ Aldabra, 
the last place on earth where giants roam free.” 
           Wilfredo Falcon Linero



“ Shark fins look better in our 
ocean than in your bowl.”
   Imran Ahmad



“ A natural aquarium out 
of this world. ”
   Alan Banane



“ You may say I’m a dreamer, 
but I’m not the only one. I 
hope someday you’ll join us. 
And the world will live as one.”
     John Lennon



“ Like a shipwreck or a 
jetty, almost anything 
that forms a structure 
in the ocean, whether 
it is natural or 
artificial over time, 
collects life.”
   Sylvia Earle 



“ When we contemplate the whole 
globe as one great dewdrop, striped 
and dotted with continents and 
islands, flying through space with 
other stars all singing and shining 
together as one, the whole universe 
appears as an infinite storm of 
beauty.”
     John Muir



“ For most of history, man has had to fight nature to 
survive; in this century he is beginning to realize that, 
in order to survive, he must protect it.” 
      Jacques-Yves Cousteau



 
photographer 

Diving in another worldident“Unexpected treasures is 
not just ours to enjoy, but to 
treasure, protect and pass 
on to our future generation” 
      Imran Ahmad 

president
the

Nikon Professional Photographer & member of Ocean Artist Society, Imran Ahmad captures images 
different from anything seen before.

Always pushing the boundaries of conventional photography, in a relentless pursuit of capturing the 
essence of a moment. His style is creatively complex and unpredictable, invoking a provocative response. 
In his innovative exploration of underwater imagery, Imran has an uncanny way of capturing fluidity and 
lithe by playing with light, clarity and reflectivity. 

As an internationally published photographer, his diversified portfolio includes commercial, editorial, 
portrait and underwater photographic assignments covering vast areas of Asia and other parts of the 
world.  His work can be found in many diving publications and countless other leading media throughout 
the region. 

He is also known as “Master of Experimental Photography with light and motion..One of the rising Asian 
Star Photographer of the decade. - Dietmar Fuchs, Chief Editor for BlancPain - Fifty Fathoms Editions. 

www.escapeinc.com.sg

Diving in Seychelles is fast becoming a buzzword for otherworldly experiences for novice and aficionado 
alike. Just as Seychelles’ legendary, untouched beauty has remained one of the world’s best kept secrets, 
so the myriad wonders of its underwater world are still known to only a relative few.

Only settled in the mid-1970s and secluded in its lost corner of an increasingly frantic world, the Seychelles 
Islands have remained pristine since the dawn of time. Today, divers can still enjoy unforgettable moments 
on both granite and coral reefs; walls adorned with massive Gregorian fans; in the hidden caves and 
tunnels of the Outer Islands; along the famous drift dive into the lagoon of Aldabra and upon a host of 
sunken shipwrecks once lured onto rocks by the siren-like beauty of these isles.

The abundant sunshine in this land of perpetual summer conspires with the crystal waters of an unspoiled 
ocean to bring Seychelles’ underwater treasure trove’s kaleidoscope of colours alive, as captured in this 
spectacular collection of images by renowned Nikon professional photographer Imran Ahmad. 

Here, amid pirouetting rays, breaching whales, spinning dolphins, schooling sharks and gliding turtles with 
burnished shells, the former splendour of a once unspoiled planet may still be discovered via Seychelles’ 
land-based and live-aboard dive centres, where high standards of professionalism, a personal touch and 
inimitable Creole flair combine to offer the dive experiences of a lifetime.

In Seychelles, both above and beneath the waves, this reflection of the world as it once was endures, 
inviting us to rediscover an ancient ocean, its unique ecosystems and, in the process, ourselves.

The Seychelles islands…another world

“From the moment of his birth, man carries the weight of gravity on his shoulders. He is bolted to earth, but has only 
to sink beneath the surface and he is free.” -Jacques-Yves Cousteau
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‘Always searching… never destroying.’

Imran Ahmad

The making of Unexpected Treasures is all about discoveries. Some say that the best images are never shot but often 
remembered: the warm island smiles, the sun-kissed skins, the unimaginably beautiful beaches and almost surreal 
underwater beauty. Every island has got its very own secrets and I have had the pleasure of discovering a good many of 
them. 

Aldabra, where giants still roam and Nature shows off  her pyrotechnic display of stars; a paradise for birds; a lagoon 
filled with the wildest to the most elegant species and where the tides wait for no man. An out-of-this-world experience 
that you have to be there to savour.

‘Unexpected Treasures’ challenged me to photograph the uniqueness of the islands and its inhabitants. Working both 
day and night to capture the essences and textures of Seychelles. What I enjoyed most was discovering the intriguing 
lesser known nooks and crannies within Mahé and capturing them as I hope I have done pushed the envelope of my 
creativity and imagination as seldom before. 

Although I was motivated from the outset to create a publication worthy of international interest, I found myself more 
and more equally wishing to use Unexpected Treasures as a vehicle to sensitise the local Seychellois to the magnificent 
marine world that is their heritage.
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Ocean View 
Guest House

Nikon D4, 
Nikon D3, 
Nikon D70s Infared
Nikon 16mm F2.8
Nikon 10.5mm F2.8
Nikon 24 – 70mm F2.8
Nikon 35mm F1.8
Nikon 105mm F2.8 Micro
Nikon 60mm F2.8 Micro
Nikon 50mm F1.8

SEACAM D4 Housing
SEACAM D3 Housing
SEACAM Seaflash 250

Ikelite DS 161 Strobes
SEA & SEA 110A
I DAS Pro light 4 & Custom filters.

equipments used:




	COVER 2014 3 gold
	IMRAN SECTION1
	IMRAN SECTION2
	IMRAN2 SECTION3 update

